
Noon Bible Study: 1 Samuel 16 

1 Samuel 16 - David anointed as king 

 

I Samuel 16:1-3 - Samuel commissioned to go to Bethlehem to the house of 

Jesse.  He will travel there with the secondary purpose of making a 

sacrifice, as a cover for his real purpose. 

 

I Samuel 16:4-10 - Jesse’s sons pass before Samuel 

 

v. 6-7 - Samuel saw Jesse’s eldest son, Eliab and assumed he was 

the one.  (cp. Saul’s introduction: 

 

1 Samuel 9:2 - He had a son whose name was Saul, a choice and 

handsome man, and there was not a more handsome person than he 

among the sons of Israel; from his shoulders and up he was taller 

than any of the people.  

 

Q - what does it mean that “God sees not as man sees...the LORD looks at 

the heart”? 

 

- The “heart” in Scripture refers to a person’s inward moral and spiritual life, including the emotions, will, and 

reason. (ESV Study Bible on 1 Samuel 16:7) 

 

Side Note: 1 Samuel 16:7 is often misapplied to infer that outward behavior is not important.  Often times backslidden Christians 

will cite this verse when confronted about their behavior.  “God knows my heart”, or “God sees my heart” etc.  Contextually this 

verse is not implying that behavior is not important to God, but that in choosing David, God was not looking at what the nation 

might have been looking for (the outward appearance and stature like with Saul), but instead was concerned about what was in 

the next king’s heart.  Of course the posture of the new king’s heart would ensure his behavior would be godly as well. 

 

1 Samuel 16:11-13 – David anointed king 

 

- As we saw with Saul, when Samuel anoints (Hebrew: mashach) David, he is set apart as the king.  But David’s 
presentation to the people and actual reign will not begin.  However, from a spiritual perspective David is the new 

king. 

 

Q – what does it say that David, the youngest son of Jesse, wasn’t even invited in from the sheep when the man of God (Samuel) 

came to visit the family? 

 

v. 12 – David was “ruddy”, had beautiful eyes, and a handsome appearance.  It wasn’t that Saul was handsome and David 

was not, but that handsome David also had a beautiful heart. 
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Ruddy: having a healthy reddish color (Merriam-Webster’s via m-w.com) 

 

v. 13 – the spirit of the LORD comes upon David.  A critical element to David’s service as God’s anointed king. 

 

1 Samuel 16:14-19 – Saul terrorized by evil spirit. 

 

v. 14 – note the contrast with v. 13.  “This statement is not relevant to the issue of whether people can lose their 

salvation; it is not describing the Holy Spirit’s role in individual regeneration in a NT sense. Rather, in light of v. 13, 

it should be seen as being about gaining or losing the Spirit’s empowering for the role of king” (ESV Study Bible, 1 

Samuel 16:14) 

 

 v. 18-19 – the irony of “king” David serving in the court of “king” Saul 

 

 v. 18 – “the LORD is with him…” - this will become a common theme for David. 

 

1 Samuel 16:20-23 - David’s service in Saul’s court 

 

v. 21 – “Armor Bearer”: An armor-bearer was a close personal attendant. Both Jonathan’s armor-bearer (14:1) and 

Saul’s (31:4–5) had a close relationship with their masters. (ESV Study Bible, 1 Samuel 16:21) 

 

v. 23 – David’s playing was beautiful, but it was also was spiritual.  There is good reason to see David’s playing as 

worship and praise (as opposed to secular songs) since he will become the great psalmist.  Praise has power to force evil 

spirits to flee. 
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